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Title I. Joint Senate Rules

1. The Joint Senate Rules shall be under the jurisdiction of the Constitutional
Committee.

2. Bills and Resolutions
a. New statutes shall be considered by bill. Each shall be referred to the chair

of the Constitutional Committee for consideration by that committee. The
committee shall return the bill with its report at the next regular meeting.
This report and the proposed bill shall be read to the Societies and the
floor shall be opened for discussion.

i. A bill may be discharged from committee for immediate
consideration of the Joint Senate by 2/3 majority vote of all active
senators.

ii. All bills and resolutions approved by the Societies and filed with
the appropriate officials shall observe the following form: Bills or
resolutions reported or discharged from committee shall, under the
heading “Reported”, indicate the committee's report (i.e.,
“Favorable”, “Unfavorable”, or “Without Prejudice”), and the
committee's vote, if any. Bills or resolutions reported from the floor
without committee consideration shall be indicated “For Debate”.

iii. The Clerk shall assign a number to each bill or resolution proposed:
the first part of this number being the number of the session of the
Societies (1 for fall, 2 for spring), the second part of which
indicating the year since the foundation of the Societies, and the
third part indicating the order in the session in which the bill or
resolution was reported to the Clerk. Bills and resolutions shall be
numbered in separate sequences. The Clerk shall complete each
number by prefixing “B” for bills or ʺR" for resolutions.

iv. Constitutional Amendments shall be recorded as bills, but will
follow the procedure for adoption enumerated by the Constitution.



v. Either the distribution to all Senators of the complete text of the
proposed bill followed at least one week later by a majority vote at
the last regular meeting of the session or a majority vote at two
consecutive regular meetings shall each be sufficient for the
adoption of a bill amending the code.

b. Resolutions may be passed by the Joint Senate by simple majority. They
may be introduced in meetings, discussed, and immediately voted on
without being referred to committee, and without being placed on the
business agenda, at the discretion of the chair. They may not be
incorporated into the Constitution or DiPhi Code.

i. Resolutions may not conflict with the Constitution and may only
temporarily modify, negate, or supplement provisions of the DiPhi
Code for a specified time period.

ii. Resolutions must have a specified duration of effectiveness, not to
exceed one session. Resolutions may be reauthorized.

3. Notice for Meetings
a. Notification of all non‑regular meetings of the Joint Senate of the Dialectic

and Philanthropic Societies and any constituent committees shall provide
Senators with at least twenty‑four hours’ notice of intention to conduct
business prior to the beginning of the meeting.

b. Only vocal or written notification to each Senator by the convenor shall
satisfy the provision for proper notice.

c. Recourse and Review for Improper Notice
i. Senators who feel that they have not received adequate notice of a

meeting shall appeal to the President of the Joint Senate, their
Society President, or to a meeting of the Executive Committee.

ii. If notice to all members comprising the committee or committee of
the whole is not properly given in accordance with the provisions
of this statute, the meeting and all business conducted by it shall be
disqualified by the dual declaration of the President and President
Pro Tempore of the Joint Senate or by a majority vote of the
Executive Committee.

iii. A three‑quarters vote of the active membership of the Joint Senate
may declare the meeting valid at their next regular meeting.

4. Voting
a. All voting shall be as directed in the Constitution and Rules. All votes on

the admission, expulsion, or censure of members, or the impeachment of
officers, shall not be recorded.

b. Proxy Voting



i. Proxy votes may be accepted as valid provided that the proxy for
an active member empowering another active member to vote shall
be presented in writing to the chair, and that a valid excuse of
absence has been presented and accepted by the chair. Proxies are
not valid during the election or impeachment of officers or in votes
to admit or expel members.

ii. Proxies may be of a general nature or may specify exactly to what
issue the vote pertains and/or the nature of the vote.

iii. Proxies shall be counted as members present and voting. In the case
of specific proxies, they shall be so for the particular issue(s) for
which the proxy was issued.

c. Members who arrive after the start of discussion on a resolution, motion,
or other item of business shall not be eligible to vote on that item, but shall
be eligible to vote on all succeeding items.

d. It shall be in order for officers and committee chairs to move the adoption
of items of business contained in their reports, and for debate and voting
to follow as usual, during the reports of officers and committees. Only
those items of business reported out of a committee, or introduced by an
officer in their official capacity, shall be considered, all other items being
taken up during old or new business.

e. Items on the order of business may be considered out of sequence or
dispensed with upon a two‑thirds majority vote of members present.

f. In all voting other than elections in which secret ballots might be used, the
chair may appoint one teller from each Society to assist.

g. When the Joint Senate is voting on the resolution for the debate of a given
meeting’s program, all abstentions shall count as non‑votes for the
purpose of resolving in favor of a given side.

5. Conduct of Business
a. At least 24 hours before each meeting, the President shall send out an

email detailing all the business to be discussed at the meeting.
b. All business in a meeting must be in the President’s business agenda email

to be considered.
c. Business must go through consideration in the appropriate committee of

jurisdiction as determined by the chair before consideration on the floor of
the Joint Senate.

d. The Business Agenda shall consist of three parts.
i. Information items. These shall be reports of officers and committees

that need no votes or motions, but are to inform the Joint Senate of
actions by officers and committees.



ii. Consent items. These motions and votes consist of items not
requiring discussion and may be collectively approved by single
motion and without objection of the Joint Senate following a
reading by the Clerk. Any senator may request a consent item be
moved as an action item.

iii. Action items. Motions that need to be considered individually, may
be potentially contentious, are not likely to get approved without
objection, or require floor discussion or executive session.

6. Elections
a. The procedure of elections within the Joint Senate shall be as follows:

i. Respective Societies shall make their selections for nominees to
Joint Senate offices. If one society has more than one prospective
candidate for a given office of the Joint Senate, the other society
may choose to nominate one of the remaining prospective
candidates, given that none of their own members run for said
office.

ii. In all elections within the Societies, the society presidents shall
distribute and collect the secret ballots. The chair and the two
society presidents shall serve as tellers, and shall count the ballots
before the Societies immediately after they have been cast.

iii. Elections shall take place in declining order of succession. The
Society presidents shall announce the nominees of their Societies,
and after appropriate debate on the nominees' merits, the election
shall take place. Results shall be announced immediately following
the vote and proceed to the next office until all offices are filled.

iv. If no member nominated by a Society receives a majority of the
votes cast, nominations from the floor will be accepted, to be
considered alongside the Societies’ nominees. The voting procedure
shall then be repeated. If a majority is still not reached, a runoff
election between the two highest vote‑getters will be conducted.

b. If the Presidency should fall vacant, the President Pro Tempore will serve
as President until the next regular meeting, at which a special election to
fill the office shall be held. If any other office shall fall vacant, the
President may appoint a successor pro tempore until the next regular
meeting, at which an election to fill the office will be held as above. All
such special elections shall be conducted as an item of unfinished
business.

7. Decorum



a. All members shall attend regular and special meetings of the Societies in
dress consonant with the respect due the Societies and their traditions.
Suggested dress shall be business casual or business professional. At the
discretion of the chair of the Societies, members dressed improperly will
be subject to fine, not to exceed two dollars. Consideration should be
taken in the enforcement of this section to account for extenuating
circumstances.

b. All members in their addresses and remarks shall avoid obscene
comments. They shall address other members as “Senator”. No member
shall allege misconduct by another member unless such remarks are
prefixed by a motion of censure, impeachment, or expulsion. Members
shall attempt to avoid the introduction of such motions when guests are
present.

c. The President may call the Societies into executive session for the conduct
of business at their discretion.

d. No member shall leave or cross the chamber while the Societies are in
session without requesting permission from the chair.

e. No alumnus member shall be admitted into executive session without
having first been granted active status by the Societies.

8. Rules not covered in this Code and Suspension of Rules
a. When the Constitution and Code are silent on Joint Senate parliamentary

procedure, members shall observe the rules of protocol and decorum set
forth in Robert's Rules of Order.

b. Any provision of this Code may be suspended by a two-thirds majority
vote for a period not to exceed the current meeting.

Title II. Executive Policy and Procedure

1. Meetings
a. The Societies shall meet in two sessions yearly, the first session being the

fall semester, and the second session being the following spring semester.
The summer session shall be designated a Special Summer Session.

b. The Societies shall meet regularly every week in the collegiate year, the
first meeting of each session convening not later than the third week of the
semester.

c. The regular meetings of the Joint Senate of the Societies will convene in
the Dialectic Society chamber at 7:30 P.M. on Monday evenings.

d. The order of business for a regular meeting shall be as follows:
i. The call to order.



ii. The call of the roll.
iii. Announcements.
iv. Reading of the minutes
v. The presentation of the scheduled program.

vi. Report of the Critic.
vii. Induction of new members.

viii. The reports of officers and committees.
ix. Unfinished business and general orders of business.
x. New business.

xi. Petitions, papers, memorials, and addresses.
xii. Announcements.

xiii. Adjournment.
e. When possible, at least one meeting shall be devoted to a full debate

between the two Societies.
f. The last regular meeting of each session shall be held on the last regular

meeting night before the first day of semester examinations. This last
meeting shall be a business meeting, and all members shall be required to
attend on pain of fine and reprimand. At this meeting all unfinished
business shall be finished, all committees and officers shall make final
reports, and the inauguration of officers for the following session shall be
held.

g. Attendance of visitors shall be regulated at the discretion of the President.
h. Special meetings of the Societies may be called by the President or by any

three officers at any time, provided at least twenty‑ four hours’ notice is
given to all active members.

i. The Societies may hold additional business meetings for the consideration
of lengthy or extraordinary items of business, to avoid extended debate
during weekly regular meetings. Such business meetings shall be
considered regular meetings regardless of their time or location, and shall
follow the same order of business as the weekly regular meetings except
for the elimination of the program. Any active member failing to attend a
business meeting is subject to fine or reprimand. Notice of such additional
business meetings must be given to all active members at least one week
prior to the meeting.

2. Officers at Meetings
a. If any officer is not present at a meeting, the chair may designate any other

active member to serve in that office for the duration of that meeting only.
b. The President, or any other presiding officer, may “call to the chair” the

next highest officer in succession to preside for any specified length of



time, provided that the member shall not preside for more than one
meeting.

3. Attendance
a. Members who are present for less than one (1) hour of a meeting shall be

considered absent for that meeting.
4. The Faculty Advisor

a. All faculty employed by the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
shall be eligible to be elected Faculty Advisor.

b. The Faculty Advisor shall advise and assist the Societies as needed.
c. The Faculty Advisor shall be granted all the rights and privileges of an

active faculty member of the Societies during their tenure. The Faculty
Advisor shall not be required to attend meetings or pay dues.

d. An election for the post of Faculty Advisor shall be held at the last regular
meeting of each spring session. The Faculty Advisor shall serve until the
next election for the post.

e. Should the post of faculty Advisor fall vacant, the Societies shall elect a
new Faculty Advisor by majority vote at the next meeting.

5. Records of Bills, Resolutions, Correspondence, and papers
a. All original copies of bills, resolutions, correspondence, and other papers

of the Societies shall be maintained in the offices of the Societies, which
shall be located in the Dialectic chambers; duplicate copies, when and
where possible, shall be bound and deposited in the Societies' library.
Original copies shall remain in the offices for three semesters and then
shall be deposited by the Historian in the Societies' archives in the
Southern Historical Collection.

b. At least one copy of all bills and resolutions approved by the Societies
shall be filed with the Clerk. At least one copy of all bills amending the
Constitution or Code and all internal resolutions shall be filed with the
President Pro Tempore as chairman of the Constitution Committee and
the Clerk.

c. At the end of the Spring Semester, the Clerk and/or their Correspondent
shall be responsible for compiling the most current edition of the
Constitution and Code, all bills and resolutions, all correspondence, and
all other papers of the Societies from the Academic Year to be bound in a
volume hereinafter called “Reports of the Societies.”

i. This volume shall be sent for binding as a hard-cover,
cloth volume.

ii. The title of this volume shall be “Report of the [year
of the Societies] Year of the Dialectic and



Philanthropic Societies at the University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill.”

6. The Societies’ Library
a. All books, periodicals, and bound paper belonging to the Societies shall be

maintained in the Societies' library in the Philanthropic chambers.
b. In order to remove a book or periodical from the Societies’ library, a

member must sign it out on a list administered by the Curator of the
Societies. The Curator shall make a physical copy of this list available in
the Philanthropic Chamber. Only members may sign out materials, and
they shall be responsible for their safekeeping and return. Members who
lose or damage materials shall be liable for them at the cost of replacement
or repair. The President, at the request of the Curator, may levy fines at
their discretion for failure to return materials promptly.

c. There shall be an up-to-date copy of the Joint Senate Constitution, the
DiPhi Code, the Guide to Petitioning the Dialectic and Philanthropic
Societies, and all of the minutes from the two most recent past regular
sessions in the Societies’ library at all times.

7. Access to New East and New West
a. The Joint Senate President, or a deputy they shall select for this task, shall

be responsible for providing senators with access to the Societies
Chambers.

b. The Joint Senate President shall be responsible for collecting keys from
senators leaving the Societies.

c. Any senator expelled from the Societies, or choosing to resign, shall be
required to surrender their key.

d. Any senator who graduates from the Societies and does not plan to stay
active in the Societies shall be required to return their key to the Joint
Senate President at or before the Graduation Meeting, in order to receive
their diploma.

e. Any graduating senator who can, in good faith, attest that they will
continue, after graduation, to be an active senator of the Societies, may
keep their key until such time as they decides to leave the Societies, at
which time they shall be required to give back their key to the Joint Senate
President.

8. Officer Handbooks
a. The President, President Pro Tempore, Critic, Clerk, Treasurer, Sergeant‑

At‑Arms, and Historian of the Joint Senate shall write and update a
handbook containing all information necessary for the completion of the
duties of their respective offices.



b. The handbook will begin with an introduction to the office in question,
including all relevant passages in the Constitution and DiPhi Code and
commentary on the nature of the mandated duties and responsibilities of
the office.

c. The next sections of the handbook will consist of information relating to
the completion of the duties and responsibilities of the office, including
but not limited to useful contact information, relevant university policies,
important dates, copies of work by past officers, and advice from past
officers.

d. No materials in the handbook may be original records necessary for the
operation of the Joint Senate. All included Joint Senate records must be
duplicates.

e. The handbook will consist of both an archival print copy and an electronic
copy, updated in tandem.

f. Each of the aforementioned officers shall be responsible for updating the
handbook for their office with all new information obtained since the
beginning of their term. Each officer shall give the handbook of their office
to their successor within a week of the successor’s election.

Title III. Membership

1. Petitioning for Membership
a. Responsibilities of the Petitioner

i. The petitioner will ask an active Senator of the Society that they
wish to join to sponsor their petition for membership.

ii. The petitioner shall read the most recent version of the “Guide to
Petitioning the Dialectic and Philanthropic Societies” approved by
the Joint Senate, unless otherwise instructed by the Joint Senate
President.

iii. The petitioner shall attend at least three (3) meetings, including
their petitioning meeting and the meeting immediately prior to it,
within the six (6) weeks prior to, and inclusive of,their petition.
they shall be present for the entirety of at least two (2) of these
meetings.

iv. Any non‑member petitioning for active membership must be
sponsored by a non‑lapsed member of the Societies, who must have
agreed to sponsorship at least one regular meeting prior to the
night of the petition. This requirement may be waived by a two‑
thirds majority vote; in such a case it is suggested that the



Membership Committee investigate to determine why a proper
sponsor was not secured and how this might be avoided in the
future.

v. The petitioner shall speak on at least two occasions before, and not
inclusive of,their petitioning speech. One of these occasions shall be
in debate during the meeting’s program.

vi. The petitioner shall meet with their sponsor at least three (3) days
prior to their petition. At this meeting,they shall discuss the topic of
their petitioning speech with their sponsor and provide their
sponsor any required information. The petitioner shall present a
well‑ stated and clear thesis, and an argument for this thesis,
attheirpetition. The petitioner shall be knowledgeable on their topic
and have done any necessary research

vii. A written copy of the petitioner's speech must be delivered to the
Clerk immediately following the petition. This requirement may be
waived by a majority vote during consideration of the petition.

b. Responsibilities of the Sponsor
i. A Senator who wishes to become a sponsor will not approach a

guest and ask to be their sponsor.
ii. The sponsor shall read the most recent version of the “Guide to

Petitioning the Dialectic and Philanthropic Societies” approved by
the Joint Senate, unless otherwise instructed by the Joint Senate
President.

iii. The sponsor shall have seen at least two (2) executive sessions
during which the Societies shall have considered a petition before
they shall agree to sponsor a petitioner.

iv. The sponsor shall inform the body of their petitioner's upcoming
petition at least two (2) weeks in advance of the meeting of the
petition. This requirement may be waived by a two-thirds vote at
the time of the petition.

v. The sponsor shall inform their petitioner of all the requirements,
explicit or implicit, that the Societies place on petitioners. Failure on
the part of the sponsor to do so shall not constitute grounds for
automatic admission or rejection of a petitioner.

vi. The sponsor must be present during the petition, and shall speak
first during consideration of the petition. This requirement may be
waived by a simple majority vote; in such a case it is suggested that
the sponsor be fined and/or reprimanded unless they should
present a valid excuse.



vii. The sponsor shall present the following information regarding the
petitioner during the executive session following the petition:

1. Local address
2. Hometown; high school(s); year and major
3. High-school and college activities, especially those related to

debate and literature; hobbies
4. Why they are petitioning; previous speech or debate

experience, if any
5. What they can offer the Societies; what the petitioner plans

to gain from the Societies
6. How many Joint Senate meetings the petitioner has

attended; which debate(s) the petitioner has spoken in
7. Which PPMAs the petitioner has given, if any
8. Which DiPhi events, outside of regular meetings, the

petitioner has attended, if any
c. Responsibilities of the Joint Senate

i. Only Senators shall question the petitioner; all questions will be
posed in a dignified manner. All such questions shall be intended
to ascertain a petitioner’s argumentation skills, creativity,
knowledge of the Societies and their history, motives for
petitioning, or other characteristics that Senators deem appropriate
for determining their qualifications. Senators shall not ask frivolous
questions or questions intended only to cause the body to laugh.

ii. The Societies shall not entertain more than two petitions for
membership in a single meeting.

iii. Each application for membership shall be considered at the meeting
at which the corresponding petition was delivered.

d. Petitions for active membership shall be delivered orally, and shall be
entertained under Papers, Petitions, Memorials, and Addresses. Persons
petitioning for active membership shall supply their names, counties,
and/or states of origin, and the Society to which they have petitioned to
the Clerk.

e. The outcome of the vote on a petition for new membership shall not be
announced immediately. The Clerk shall send a letter of acceptance or
denial to the petitioner the following week, and if accepted the petitioner
shall be inducted at the next regular meeting unless otherwise determined
by the Societies, in accordance with Article II(b)(iv) of the Joint Senate
Code.



f. No petitions shall be heard during the last two meetings of the regular
session.

2. Petitioning for Graduation and Diplomas
a. Any non‑lapsed member who is leaving the Societies, for whatever reason

other than expulsion, shall have the right to petition the Joint Senate for a
diploma of their Society.

b. Upon receipt of the petition, the Joint Senate shall consider the petition
and award the member a diploma by a two-thirds (2/3) majority vote. The
diploma is to be signed by the President and Clerk of the Joint Senate.

Title IV. Finance

1. Dues for Active Membership
a. Dues for active membership shall be $45 per session and shall be paid to

the Joint Senate Treasurer. New members admitted after the beginning of
the semesters shall pay their dues on a pro rata basis using the following
formula:

i. Dues Owed = $(% of meetings for which the new member was a
member • 45).

b. The Clerk, in recognition of the large amount of work required of them
outside the meetings of the societies, shall not be required to pay dues.

c. Members who persist in the non-payment of dues beyond the roll call of
the fourth (4th) regular meeting of the session shall lose the right to vote
in meetings of the Joint Senate. They shall regain this right immediately
upon paying the Treasurer the amount they owe in full.

d. In the event that a member of the Societies is unable to pay their dues,
they may request a waiver of their dues in part or in full and for a definite
or indefinite period of that session.

i. By the first regular meeting of the session, the Treasurer shall create
a form or system whereby members may request a dues waiver.

ii. Upon receiving a request for a dues waiver, the Treasurer shall
present the information and facts in the request to the Finance
Committee, keeping secret the name of the member who requested
the waiver. Should the Treasurer believe that the content of the
request would by its nature reveal the identity of the member
requesting a waiver, they shall contact that member to ensure that
they may share the information or to help the member edit the
request in order to ensure anonymity.



iii. The Finance Committee shall consider all dues waiver requests
within three (3) days of their submission to the Treasurer, and shall
grant the waiver by a majority vote.

1. By majority vote, the Finance Committee may also only
grant part of the waiver requested.

iv. The Treasurer shall communicate to the requestor the outcome of
the Finance Committee’s consideration of the request within one (1)
day of the vote on the request.

v. The member may present evidence in support of their petition in
confidence.

vi. In the case that the Finance Committee denies the request, the
member may request an executive session to present their petition
to the Joint Senate.

2. Expenditures of the Joint Senate
a. Budget of the Joint Senate

i. The Finance Committee shall be charged with preparing a
comprehensive Budget of the Joint Senate to be introduced to the
general body no later than the fourth (4th) meeting of each session
of the Societies.

ii. Every officer and committee chair anticipating any expenditures
shall submit a request to the Finance Committee for those funds by
the second (2nd) meeting of that session in order to be considered
for the Budget.

iii. The Budget of any session of the Joint Senate shall come into effect
upon its passing by a simple majority of Senators present at one
meeting of that session.

iv. All expenditures approved in the Budget may be reimbursed by the
Treasurer of the Joint Senate with no further approval by the
Societies.

v. The Budget shall be required to contain the following three
elements:

1. Year, session, and meeting at which it passes, to be
determined by the Clerk of the Joint Senate

2. Current balance of the bank account of the Societies, to be
given by the Treasurer of the Joint Senate

3. List of anticipated expenditures of the Societies, including
justification and totals.

vi. The total of expenditures in the Budget shall not exceed the total
dues expected at that time, to be calculated as a portion of the



number of active Senators multiplied by the per Senator cost of
dues for active membership, by more than $100.

1. The portion of the number of active Senators used to
calculate expected dues revenues shall be determined at the
discretion of the Treasurer but shall not be greater than 80%
of the number of active Senators.

b. Special Expenditures
i. Any expenditure not included in the Budget shall be defined as a

special expenditure.
ii. Any special expenditure of $100.00 or greater is defined as a major

expenditure and must be considered by the Finance Committee, as
provided in the Constitution, before approval by the Societies.

iii. All special expenditures shall require approval by a simple majority
of the Societies.

3. Joint Senate Financial Accounts
a. Use of the Accounts

i. The President and the Treasurer of the Joint Senate shall both have
full access to the bank account of the Societies at all times.

ii. The Treasurer shall be solely empowered to manage the Societies’
financial accounts in accordance with the duties expressed in
Article III, Section 7 of the Joint Senate Constitution.

iii. At no time shall the Treasurer make a cash withdrawal from the
account of the Societies.

b. Transferring the Bank Account
i. Any Treasurer-elect and President-elect of the Joint Senate must

meet with the Treasurer and President of the current session before
the end of the session in order to transfer the bank account of the
Societies. It shall be the duty of the Treasurer-elect to organize the
meeting.

4. Suspension
a. Neither the whole nor any part of this title may be suspended for any

period of time.

Title V. Programs, Speakers, and Interventions

1. Debate Procedure
a. The duration of the program section of a meeting may not exceed

one hour. There shall be an announcement given at forty‑ five
minutes that the program must end in fifteen minutes, so the Critic



and JSP may bring the program to a close. The one-hour limit shall
be considered to begin at the time the program is introduced, and
when it has expired the Societies shall move immediately to the
next item in the order of business. This limit may be suspended for
a particular meeting by a majority vote, either in advance or as the
time limit expires.

b. For regular debates, unless otherwise specified, the following time
limits shall apply to individual speeches:

1. For primary speakers, seven (7) minutes with an additional
two (2) minutes of queries.

2. For secondary speakers, five (5) minutes with an additional
two (2) minutes of queries.

3. For speakers from the floor, four (4) minutes with an
additional two (2) minutes of queries. Any or all of these
limits may be extended for individual speeches, or for the
entire program, by a majority vote. It is strongly suggested
that all due courtesy be extended to guests in enforcing this
provision.

c. All speeches and other presentations during Papers, Petitions,
Memorials, and Addresses, except for memorials, shall be limited
to a duration of five minutes unless the Societies waive the limit by
a majority vote. It is strongly suggested that due courtesy be
extended to guests and petitioners in enforcing this provision.

d. The Critic shall be charged with the enforcement of these time
limits and with keeping speakers well informed of the time left to
them.

2. Decorum
a. All members shall rise from their seats to gain the floor, and shall

remain standing either at their seats or at the rostrum while
addressing the Societies. However, no member may rise while
another member or a guest is speaking except to make a motion or
point which may interrupt a speaker in parliamentary procedure.
For remarks of more than three minutes' duration, it is advisable
that members speak from the rostrum. Members shall request
permission from the chair to approach the rostrum and shall retire
from it immediately upon completing their remarks unless
responding to questions.

b. Members arriving late during a program may enter quietly by the
door furthest from the rostrum.



c. When members wish to address a speaker during time reserved for
questioning, they are not allowed to engage in “conversation,” the
practice of asking more questions than they were allotted when
recognized or making statements that are not direct questions.

1. Members may ask for “multi‑part” questions, but even with
this qualifier may ask no more than three at once.

3. Centennial and Bicentennial Debates
a. Every Fall semester, the Societies shall engage in, as the program during a

regular meeting, a Centennial Debate. Every Spring semester, the Societies
shall engage in, as the program during a regular meeting, a Bicentennial
Debate, as described in this Act.

b. The resolution for the Centennial Debate shall be a resolution debated by
either or both of the Societies during the year one century (100 years) prior
to the current year. The resolution for the Bicentennial Debate shall be a
resolution debated by either or both of the Societies during the year two
centuries (200 years) prior to the current year.

c. By the fifth (5th) meeting of each session, the Joint Senate Historian shall
compile a list of suitable resolutions for the debate in question which shall
be presented to the Societies at a regular meeting. At the time of their
report, the Societies shall select one of the proposed resolutions by a
majority vote.

d. After the Societies have selected a topic for the Centennial or Bicentennial
Debate, as appropriate, the individual societies shall each select a Primary
and a Secondary speaker to speak in the debate. The presidents of the
respective societies shall report their society's Primary and Secondary
speakers to the Societies.

e. The Dialectic Society shall speak in the affirmative and the Philanthropic
Society shall speak in the negative in the Centennial Debate resolution,
reversing sides for the Bicentennial Debate.

f. The format of the Centennial and Bicentennial Debates and the time limits
for speakers shall be as follows, alternating between affirmative and
negative:

1. Primary speeches, seven (7) minutes each
2. Secondary speeches, five (5) minutes each
3. Rebuttal speeches, given by the primary speakers, three (3) minutes

each
4. Any or all of these time limits may be extended or shortened by a

majority vote, but only before the program is underway.



5. Queries and/or floor speeches are not allowed during Centennial
or Bicentennial Debates.

g. At the conclusion of the Centennial or Bicentennial Debate, the Societies
shall take two votes. These votes shall be by secret ballot.

1. The first vote shall be with regard to accepting or rejecting the
resolution.

2. The second vote shall be with regard to which Society gave the
better presentation of their arguments.

3. The results of both votes shall be announced together.

Title VI. Summer

1. Special Summer Session
a. At the final meeting of the spring session, the Societies may deliberate

upon the possibility of conducting a summer session. Any motion to
conduct such a session must carry a majority vote to become effective.

b. The entire summer shall be considered one term. It shall be designated the
Special Summer Session.

c. The summer session shall be subordinate to and not interfere with the
Joint Senate. The Joint Senate President shall have the power to dissolve
the summer session.

d. If it is the will of the Societies to conduct a summer session, the next order
of business shall be to elect a member to the office of President of the
Special Summer Session. Other summer session officers may be elected
during the summer session.

e. All classes of members of the Societies shall be treated as eligible for full
participation in the Special Summer Session.

f. The Summer Session of the Societies shall not have the use of any funds of
the Societies except such as they collect from fees and assignments during
that session. Any funds remaining at the beginning of the fall session shall
be added to the regular Societies' funds.

g. The Summer Session of the Societies shall not have the authority to change
or amend the Constitution or Code in any manner, and it shall not have
the power to take anyone into full membership in the Societies.

h. Participation in a Summer Session shall not be counted towards tenure for
election to office, and absences from a Summer Session shall not be
counted towards suspension for absences.

2. The Summer Warden



a. The President of the Joint Senate may appoint any available Senator to the
position of Summer Warden. The President may appoint, dismiss, or
replace a Summer Warden with immediate effect at any time between the
start of the final meeting of the Spring Session and the opening of the first
meeting of the Fall Session. Such changes shall become effective upon
notification to the Joint Senate.

b. If the Summer Warden shall find themselves unable to continue in the
position they may submit their resignation to the Joint Senate President
provided that they give forty-eight (48) hours’ notice before it becomes
effective without further action from the President provided they return
any keys associated with the position.

c. The Summer Warden is responsible for the maintenance of the chambers
and with the checking of the Societies' mail during their tenure.

d. The Summer Warden may approve chamber requests and waive fees
provided they notify the Joint Senate President and the Sergeant-at-Arms
twenty-four (24) hours prior to communicating approval to the requesting
group. The Summer Warden may accept payment on behalf of the
Societies, but may not disburse funds.

e. The President may assign the Summer Warden other duties which they
deem necessary and proper.

f. The Summer Warden shall report on any Summer activities at the first
meeting of the Fall Session of the Societies. This report shall conclude the
duties of the Summer Warden unless otherwise determined by the Joint
Senate.

Title VII. Vexillology

1. Design of the Flag of the Joint Senate of the Dialectic and Philanthropic Societies
a. The flag can be scaled to various sizes, but the perimeter must always

have a ratio of 3:5 (height to length).
b. Layer one, the background layer of the flag, will be horizontally split

evenly into two fields of color, the left will be Di blue (Defined as HTML
code:#99BADD, RGB code: R: 153 G: 186 B: 221, or HSV: 210.88° 30.77%
86.67%) and the right will be Phi White (Defined as HTML code: #FFFFFF,
RGB code: R: 255 G: 255 B: 255, or HSV: 0° 0% 100%).

c. Layer two, the stars on the flag, will consist of three stars. Each star has
exactly the same dimensions (height, width, angles between “points”). All
three stars are centered along the vertical axis, and the middle star is
centered along both the vertical and horizontal axes. The left star that lies



in the field of Di blue will be Phi white, the right star that lies in the field
of Phi white will be Di blue, and the middle star that straddles the two
background colors will be Joint Senate Gold (Defined as HTML code:
#F9D302, RGB code: R: 249 G: 211 B: 2, or HSV: 50.77° 99.2% 97.65%).

2. Decorum of the Flag of the Joint Senate of the Dialectic and Philanthropic
societies

a. The flag may be presented in two ways, either a one-sided
two-dimensional print (this would include, but is not limited to, printing
the flag on DiPhi letterhead, including the flag in the petitioning guide, or
creating a poster including the image of the flag), or a double-sided “true
flag” (the reverse of the flag consisting of mirror image of the design).
There can be no changes in color or disrespectful design changes to the
flag. This includes, but is not limited to, changing the scale of stars to each
other, allowing Di blue or Phi white to occupy unequal area on the flag, or
cropping the flag in any way.

i. If printed, the design of the flag may not be flipped horizontally (Di
blue must remain on the left). It may be printed in grayscale, but
this is discouraged as it will lose effect.

ii. When presenting a “true flag”, the flag may either be hung as a
banner or flown on a pole. If hung, the flag may be presented in
normal horizontal fashion, or turned vertically. When hung
horizontally, Di blue must be on the left. When hung vertically, Di
blue must be on top. If flown, the flag must be attached to the pole
on the Di blue side. A cloth flag may not be presented in grayscale.

Title VIII. Document Preparation and Production

1. The Clerk shall determine the form and style in which the printing or binding
ordered by a committee or officer is executed, and the material and the size of
type used, having proper regard to economy, workship, and the purposes for
which the work is needed and the restrictions and regulations established
herein.

2. The Clerk, in recognition of their already large workload, shall have the
authority, for documents filed with them not comporting with these
standards, to send the documents back to their authors for proper formatting
and charge the Correspondent with the enforcement of these rules.

3. General Requirements



a. Each document except for those expressly permitted by this Code to be
submitted otherwise, shall bear on its cover or title page, in the order
indicated, from the top of the page:

i. The Name of the Societies.
ii. The title of the office, committee, or the name of the senator by

which the document was produced.
iii. The title of the document.
iv. The date the document was produced.
v. The name(s) of the senator(s) or officer(s) by whom the

document was prepared unless they have already included
these details pursuant to (ii) above.

b. Any document that exceeds ten pages shall include a table of contents
and a table of cited authorities with references to the pages in the
document the authorities are cited.

4. Format of the Code
a. The Code is exempt from the General Requirements outlined in Section

2 of this Title.
b. The typeset of this document shall be in “Book Antiqua” 12-point type

with 1 point or more leading between lines.
c. Footnotes shall not be permitted in this document.
d. The text of this document shall appear on both sides of the page.
e. The document shall be produced on paper that is opaque, unglazed,

and not less than 60 pounds in weight, and shall have margins of at
least 1 inch on all sides.

f. The document shall be bound in at least one location on the left side so
as to permit easy opening, and no part of the text should be obscured
by the binding. Plastic bindings and paper clips may not be used.

g. The document shall have a suitable cover consisting of 65-pound paper
weight paper and containing the following header:

i. Two columns.
ii. In the left column, there shall be an image depicting the joint

senate motto at the top, the Seal of the Dialectic Society on the
left, the Seal of the Philanthropic Society on the right, and the
date 1959 on the bottom. This image shall have a 1/8-inch
margin and be left-aligned.

iii. In the right column shall be the words “The Joint Senate Code of
the Dialectic and Philanthropic Societies of the University of
North Carolina at Chapel Hill” in bolded, 15-point “Book
Antiqua” typeface.



h. Below the header shall be the date on which the last amendment to the
Code was accepted by the Joint Senate.

i. The text of the code must be justified.
5. Format of the Constitution

a. The constitution is subject to the same formatting rules outlined for the
Code in Section 3 of this title unless otherwise specified below.

b. The text in Section 3(g)(iii) of this Title shall, for the Constitution,
contain the words: “Constitution of the Joint Senate of the Dialectic
and Philanthropic Societies of the University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill.”

6. Format of Reports by Committees/Officers and Handbooks
a. Except for a document expressly permitted by this Code to be

submitted otherwise, every document reporting the activities of a
committee filed with the Clerk shall be prepared in an 8½ by 11-inch
paper format using a standard typesetting process to produce text
printed in typographic characters. The text must be reproduced with a
clarity which equals or exceeds the output of a laser printer.

b. The typeset of every document shall be in “Book Antiqua” 12-point
type with 1 point or more leading between lines. Quotations in excess
of three (3) continuous lines of text shall be indented.

c. The typeset of footnotes shall be in “Book Antiqua” 10-point type with
1 point or more leading between lines.

d. The text of the document must appear on both sides of the page.
e. The document shall be produced on paper that is opaque, unglazed,

and not less than 60 pounds in weight, and shall have margins of at
least 1 inch on all sides.

f. The document shall be bound in at least one location on the left side so
as to permit easy opening, and no part of the text should be obscured
by the binding. Plastic bindings and paper clips may not be used.

g. The document shall have a suitable cover consisting of 65-pound paper
weight paper in the colors either Phi-White, Di-Blue, and/or Joint
Senate Gold as specified in Title VII, Sections 1(b-c) of this Code.

7. Format of Minutes
a. Except for a document expressly permitted by this Code to be

submitted otherwise, every document recording the minutes of a
meeting of the Joint Senate shall be prepared in an 8½ by 11-inch paper
format using a standard typesetting process to produce text printed in
typographic characters. The text must be reproduced with a clarity
which equals or exceeds the output of a laser printer.



b. The typeset of this document shall be in a Century family (e.g., New
Century Schoolbook, Century Schoolbook) 12-point type with 1 point
or more leading between lines. Direct quotations in excess of three (3)
continuous lines of text shall be indented.

c. The typeset of footnotes shall be in a Century family 10-point type
with 1 point or more leading between lines.

d. The text of the document may appear on either one or both sides of the
page.

e. The document shall be produced on paper that is opaque, unglazed,
and not less than 60 pounds in weight, and shall have margins of at
least 1 inch on all sides.

f. The document shall be bound in at least one location on the left side so
as to permit easy opening, and no part of the text should be obscured
by the binding. Plastic bindings and paper clips may not be used.

g. The document shall be produced no less than 1-week after the
adoption of the relevant minutes by the Joint Senate.

8. Format of Bills and Resolutions
a. Every document classified as either a Bill or Resolution pursuant to

Title 1, Section 2 of this Code is to be exempted from the General
Requirements Outlined in Section 2 of this Title.

b. Bills and resolutions shall be prepared in an 8½ by 11-inch paper
format using a standard typesetting process to produce text printed in
typographic characters. The text must be reproduced with a clarity
which equals or exceeds the output of a laser printer.

c. The typeset of this document shall be in “Book Antiqua” 11-point type
with 1 point or more leading between lines. Direct quotations,
excepting excerpts from this Code or the Joint Senate Constitution, in
excess of three (3) continuous lines of text shall be indented.

d. Footnotes shall not be permitted.
e. The text of the document must appear on both sides of the page.
f. The document shall be produced on paper that is opaque, unglazed,

and not less than 60 pounds in weight, and shall have margins of at
least 1-inch on all sides.

g. The document shall be bound firmly in at least two locations along the
left margin so as to permit easy opening, and no part of the text should
be obscured by the binding. Plastic bindings may not be used.

h. The document shall be produced no less than 24-hours before
presentation to the joint senate.

9. Format of Correspondence



a. Every document classified as Correspondence is to be exempted from
the General Requirements Outlined in Section 2 of this Title.

b. Correspondence shall otherwise obey the formatting rules established
in Section 3(b-f) of this Title.

Title IX:

1. Types of Disciplinary Action
a. The following disciplinary actions may be taken against Senators of the

Societies regardless of their Office:
i. Fine;

ii. Removal from the Chambers;
iii. Censure;
iv. Suspension;
v. Expulsion.

b. The following disciplinary actions may be taken against Senators of the
Joint  Senate if they hold an Office or Committee assignment:

i. Suspension from Office or Committee assignment;
ii. Impeachment from Office or removal from Committee Assignment.

2. Grounds for and Procedure for Fines and Removal from the Chamber
a. The following shall be grounds for fines and removal from the chamber: i.
Rowdy, obscene, unseemly, inebriated, or otherwise indecent,  disrespectful,
or ungentle displays of behavior.
b. The Chair may at their discretion fine a Senator or be directed to fine a

Senator  by majority vote of the Joint Senate.
i. The maximum fine shall be ten dollars per count.

ii. If a member feels that a fine was levied unjustly, that member may
appeal the fine to the Societies and a majority vote of members
present  shall sustain the fine.

c. Non-payment of fines shall not constitute grounds for further disciplinary
action.

d. The Chair may at their discretion direct the Sergeant-At-Arms to remove a
Senator from the Chambers for the remainder of the meeting. The
Sergeant At-Arms may also be directed to remove a Senator from the
Chambers by  majority vote of the Senators present.

i. At the conclusion of the immediate item of business the Societies
must  enter an executive session to discuss two matters:
1. Whether to sustain the decision of the Chair if the Chair directed

the removal of the Senator; and
2. The duration of the removal.



ii. A simple majority vote is required to override the decision of the
Chair  to remove a Senator.

iii. If the Societies wishes to bar a Senator from the chambers for longer
than the remainder of the meeting a motion must be made
specifying  the duration of this prohibition.

1. Such a motion cannot bar a Senator from the chambers for
longer  than two (2) meetings.

2. Such a motion can only be passed upon a three-fifths (3/5) of
the  Senators present.

e. The Chair may at their discretion direct the Sergeant-At-Arms to remove a
Guest from the Chambers for the remainder of the meeting. The
Sergeant-At Arms may also be directed to remove a Guest from the
Chambers by a three fifths (3/5) vote of the Senators present.

i. At the conclusion of the immediate item of business the Societies
must  enter an executive session to discuss two matters:

1. Whether to sustain the decision of the Chair if the Chair
directed  the removal of the Guest; and

2. The duration of the removal.
ii. A simple majority vote is required to override the decision of the

Chair  to remove a Guest.
iii. If the Societies wishes to bar a Guest from the chambers for longer

than the remainder of the meeting a motion must be made
specifying the  duration of this prohibition.

1. If the Societies wishes to bar a Guest for less than or equal
two  (2) meetings such motion shall require a three-fifths
(3/5) vote
of Senators present.

2. If the Societies wishes to bar a Guest for more than two (2)
meetings such motion shall require a two-thirds (2/3) vote
of
the Senators present.

3. Grounds for and Procedure for Censure, Suspension from Office or Committee
Assignment, Suspension, and Removal from Committee Assignments.

a. Any Senator may bring a bill of censure against any Senator at any time.
b. A bill of censure must be submitted to the Joint-Senate President. If the

Joint Senate President is the subject of the bill of censure then the bill shall
be  submitted to the President Pro-Tempore.

c. Such bill must contain the following:
i. A description of the actions in question; and

ii. An explanation as to why these actions are deserving of censure.
Such explanation need not be based on the Constitution or
Code.



d. The subject of the bill of censure shall be notified of the bill not less than
two  (2) days before its presentation to the Joint-Senate.

e. A bill of censure may be adopted by a simple majority of the Senators
present  at any regular or special meeting of the Societies.

f. Suspension from Office or Committee assignments, suspension, or removal
from Committee assignments must be brought forward as a part of a bill
of  censure (hereafter referred to as a punitive bill of censure)

g. A punitive bill of censure must be submitted to the Joint-Senate President.
If the Joint-Senate President is the subject of the punitive bill of censure
then the  bill shall be submitted to the President Pro-Tempore.

h. A punitive bill of censure may include up to two (2) disciplinary actions as
punishment.

i. A punitive bill of censure must include the following:
1. The signatures of one-tenth (1/10) of the active Senators in

the  Societies;
2. The duration of the suspension from Office or from

Committee  assignments if applicable;
3. The duration of the suspension if

applicable;
4. A description of the actions in question;

and
5. An explanation as to why these actions are deserving of

censure. a. Such explanation need not be based on the
Constitution or Code

i. The subject of the punitive bill shall be notified of the bill not less than four
(4) days before its presentation to the Joint Senate.

j. A modified bill of censure may be adopted by a three-fifths (3/5) majority
of  the Senators present at any regular or special meeting of the Societies.

i. At the discretion of the Chair or by vote of the majority of members
present, the Societies may vote on the disciplinary actions
separately if  applicable.

4. Grounds for and Procedure for Impeachment from Office and Expulsion from the
Societies

a. Any Senator may bring a bill of impeachment against any Officer of
Societies at any time.

b. Such bill must contain the following:
i. A detailed description of the charges;

ii. Annexes containing evidence;
iii. The signatures of at least one-fifth (1/5) of the active Senators; and
iv. The name of the individual who shall act as the principal prosecutor.

c. The bill of impeachment must be submitted to the Joint-Senate President or
to the President Pro-Tempore if the Joint-Senate President is the subject of the



impeachment.
d. The subject of the bill of impeachment must be notified not less than seven

(7)  days prior to its presentation to the Joint-Senate.
e. The Joint-Senate President or President Pro-Tempore shall be responsible

for  scheduling the presentation of the bill of impeachment. The bill of
impeachment must be presented within twenty (20) days of the bill being
submitted to either Joint-Senate President or President Pro-Tempore.

f. The subject of the bill of impeachment may choose to defend themselves or
appoint another Senator to serve as the principal defense.

g. The sponsor of the impeachment bill or their designee shall serve as the
principal prosecutor.

h. The presentation of the bill of impeachment shall proceed as follows:
i. The principal prosecutor shall have fifteen (15) minutes to present

the case for impeachment
ii. The principal prosecutor shall have twenty-five (25) minutes to call

witnesses.
iii. The principal defense shall have fifteen (15) minutes to present the case

against impeachment
iv. The principal defense shall have twenty-five (25) minutes to call

witnesses.
v. The Joint-Senate shall have fifteen (15) minutes to ask question of
both  sides during a moderated questioning period during which:

1. Questions shall be submitted to the Chair who will then ask
the question to either the principal prosecutor, principal
defense, or  both.

2. The questioning period can be extended for up to five (5)
minutes at a time upon a simple majority vote.

i. Following the presentation of the bill of impeachment the Joint-Senate shall
vote via secret ballot on whether to adopt the bill.

i. A bill of impeachment may only be adopted upon a two-thirds (2/3)
vote of the Senators present.

j. If a bill of impeachment is adopted the subject of the bill shall immediately
be  removed from office.

k. Any Senator may bring a bill of expulsion against any member at any
time.
l. Such bill must contain the following:

i. A detailed description of the charges;
ii. Annexes containing evidence;
iii. The signatures of at least one-fourth (1/4) of the active Senators; and
iv. The name of the individual who shall act as the principal prosecutor.

m. The bill of expulsion must be submitted to the Joint-Senate President or to
the  President Pro-Tempore if the Joint-Senate President is the subject of the



impeachment.
n. The subject of the bill of expulsion must be notified not less than ten (10)

days  prior to its presentation to the Joint-Senate.
o. The Joint-Senate President or President Pro-Tempore shall be responsible

for scheduling the presentation of the bill of expulsion. The bill of
expulsion must be presented within twenty (20) days of the bill being
submitted to either  Joint-Senate President or President Pro-Tempore.

p. The subject of the bill of expulsion may choose to defend themselves or
appoint another Senator to serve as the principal defense.

q. The author of the bill of expulsion or their designee shall serve as the
principal prosecutor

r. The presentation of the bill of expulsion shall proceed as follows:
i. The principal prosecutor shall have fifteen (15) minutes to present

the  case for expulsion
ii. The principal prosecutor shall have twenty-five (25) minutes to call

witnesses.
iii. The principal defense shall have fifteen (15) minutes to present the

case  against expulsion.
iv. The principal defense shall have twenty-five (25) minutes to call

witnesses.
v. The Joint Senate shall have fifteen (15) minutes to ask question of
both  sides during a moderated questioning period during which:

1. Questions shall be submitted to the Chair who will then ask the
question to either the principal prosecutor, principal defense, or

both.
2. The questioning period can be extended for up to five (5)

minutes at a time upon a simple majority vote.
s. Following the presentation of the bill of expulsion the Senate shall vote via

secret ballot on whether to adopt the bill.
i. A bill of expulsion may only be adopted upon a two-thirds (2/3)

vote  of the Senators present.
t. If a bill of expulsion is adopted the subject of the bill shall immediately be

removed from the Societies and shall be prohibited from seeking
membership in the Societies in the future unless two-thirds (2/3) of the
Senate votes to  remove this disability.

u. Immediately after the adoption of a bill of expulsion the Joint Senate shall
vote on whether to bar the subject of the bill from the Chamber either
indefinitely or for a set period of time.

i. Such motion shall require only a simple majority vote.
5. General Procedures

a. If any two Officers are the subject of a disciplinary bill(s) the Executive
Committee shall be responsible for ensuring that all necessary and proper



actions are taken to ensure that the disciplinary proceedings occur as
outlined  by the Constitution and Code.

b. The principal prosecutor and principal defense need not be present at a
meeting to consider a bill of impeachment or expulsion.

c. The author of a bill of censure or the subject of a bill of censure need not be
present at a meeting to consider a bill of censure or modified bill of censure.
d. The defendant shall suffer a vote in their favor in all votes, despite their
absence.
e. No member shall vote on a disciplinary action if they have not been present

for the entirety of the presentation of a disciplinary bill.
f. Any Officer who is the subject of a bill of impeachment or expulsion shall

be  suspended from such Office upon the introduction of such bill to the
Joint Senate.

i. Such suspension shall last until the end of the disciplinary action.
g. No part or the whole of Title IX may be suspended without unanimous

consent


